"164            THE PEONY OF PAO-YU

Nishimura, the teacher and mistress of the house,
came forward. ^Ah!" she exclaimed, recognising
Akira, cc be honourably pleased to enter my miserable
dwelling. All the girls are out at present, attending
various festivities in the town."

" All are out ? ^ murmured Akira dejectedly.

{( That is to say all except Kohana.^ Nishimura
laughed knowingly. " Can it be that you wish to
see Kohana ? "

a Nishimura,^ replied Akira, laughing,e< be pleased
to show me Kohana/'

" So ? ^ said Nishimura. <c Many have called here
for a similar purpose. Many have expressed the
desire to marry Kohana, and all have offered to pay
me liberally for the privilege, but Kohana only
laughs. She finds life so funny. Oh, Kohana is a
deep one ! "

Nishimura invited Akira to follow her. She
pressed back a sliding screen, bade him enter a small
apartment, took a handful of coin with profuse
thanks, and left him.

When Akira sat down, the light from the andon
was so dim that at first he fancied he was alone. In
a moment or two, however, he discovered Kohana
peeping at him from behind her fan. She was
-dressed in a kimono the colour of a mountain
dove, and the lovely grey background was relieved
here and there with sprays of silk-worked cherry-
I)lossom.